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Background
This document has been prepared to provide players and parents with information on the player registration process, the club’s aims and philosophies, policies concerning grading and new players, the club’s expectations in regard to behaviour (Codes of Conduct) and other relevant information. 
The policies and codes contained in this document have been written in accordance with common and accepted practice in the management of youth football both in Australia and overseas and were endorsed unanimously by the Committee of the Taroona Football Club (TFC).
They also reflect the policies and codes of the Football Federation of Tasmania www.footballtasmania.com.au (FFT) and the Football Federation of Australia (FFA) www.footballaustralia.com.au 
TFC expects all club members (players, coaches, managers, parents and supporters) to abide by the club’s policies and rules.

In 2017, TFC youth teams will be managed by a Sub-Committee of the TFC Committee –, Karen Wills, Jason Rule, Jacqui Rogers and Deb Jameson  (contact details can be found under Club Committee information). 
If you have any queries about any of the information contained in this document please contact any member of the Youth Sub-Committee.
Aims and Philosophy
The aims and philosophy of the TFC in regard to youth teams are:

· To make participation in football an enjoyable experience and to promote and uphold the ideals of sportsmanship and fair play within the club while showing respect for teammates, club mates, opposition teams and match officials.
· To provide an instructive, supportive and encouraging coaching environment that will allow all players to develop to their full potential.

· To provide an opportunity and pathway for youth players to progress to playing football at higher levels, preferably with the Taroona Football Club.
Parent Assistance
It is an expectation (not a request) of the TFC that parents participate in the management of their children’s teams. 
This can be done in a number of ways through coaching, refereeing/line duties, team management etc. TFC is a growing club but it is run by a small committee of players and parents. Therefore, parent help in managing teams and assisting the club generally is vital to the club’s continued success.
TFC will provide support to parents in fulfilling these duties through a “Mums and Dads” refereeing instruction session run by TFC, tuition/demonstrations on how to “run the line” and/or providing access to the more formal coaching/refereeing courses run by FFT.  
TFC would prefer that coaches do not referee matches involving their teams.

Coaches

Each team will have a coach appointed by the TFC Committee. Teams will be coached in accordance with FFA’s National Curriculum and coaches will be encouraged to undertake approved coaching courses to enhance their coaching qualifications. 
TFC’s Coaching Coordinator will provide assistance to youth coaches as will senior players wherever possible.

Coaches have the full support of the committee and have sole discretion in the team selection process. Coaches will be encouraged by the committee to adopt the “no train/no play” policy in regard to managing player lists and team selection.
Team Managers, 
Each team will be required to appoint a team manager (duties shown in Parent Assistance document). Team management duties should not be conducted by the coach whose sole responsibility should be coaching to ensure that the players and the team develops and plays to their/its full potential.
Grading Policy

TFC recognises that youth players will always be at different stages of their football development depending on background, experience, playing ability, age, maturity, attitude, physical capacities etc. 
The Club’s grading policy is to place players in a division and team that are appropriate to their level of skill development, as determined by the coaches. 

Where there are more than a manageable number of players in an age group for one team the following options will be explored:

· Adjust other teams by moving players up in age groups (subject to agreement by players, parents and coaches).

· Create two (or more) teams within the age group concerned. Players will be allocated to these teams according to ability levels and the teams will be placed in divisions appropriate to the team’s ability.
This policy will allow players to play at a level equivalent to their ability to ensure that they are involved as much as possible and gain maximum enjoyment and development as a player and as an individual.

New Player Policy

TFC welcomes new players to the club. However, it may not be possible in all instances to place every new player in a team appropriate to his or her age or level of ability.
Where numbers in teams are low, new players will generally be accommodated. Where numbers are already high the following options might be explored:

· Adjust existing teams by moving players up in age groups (subject to agreement by players, parents and coaches) to accommodate new players.
· Create two (or more) teams within the age group concerned. 

The TFC grading policy would be used to facilitate either of these options.

Strip/(Uniform) Policy

The official strip to be worn by all TFC players (senior and youth) for every match in which they are representing the club is as follows:

BLACK SHORTS – supplied by you (and to be brought to all games in addition to white socks).
WHITE SOCKS – supplied by you. 
WHITE TFC STRIP (TOP) – included in registration fee.
This applies to both home and away games but black socks should be taken to all away games so they can be worn if required due to a clash of colours. 
(Wearing one black sock and one white sock is not acceptable under any circumstances.)
On some occasions it may also be necessary to wear an away strip (top) at games where there is a clash of colours (e.g. Hobart Zebras), this will be provided by the Club.
Managers will be instructed to collect all strips at the end of each match and to keep them as a team lot. They are not to be handed out to players to keep for the season.
Shin guards are to be worn at training and during matches and mouthguards are recommended. Other FFT requirements - not wearing ANY jewellery and the use of appropriate sports eyewear (rather than everyday glasses) - should also be met. 
Registration Fees 

The registration fee for youth players i.e. not 16 as at the 1 Jan 2017 will be $250.00 which includes a team shirt.  For youth players regularly playing at senior level, a senior registration is required.
Registration 

Registration is via Myfootballcub:

The club will organise the teams and you will be contacted and asked to proceed to the formal registration process. You can register and pay your fees “on-line” (see below). 
PLEASE DO NOT ATTEMPT TO REGISTER UNTIL UNTIL YOUR TEAM HAS BEEN CONFIRMED,
Help will be available to those without internet access. Players are unavailable for team selection until club fees are paid.
	On-On-line Registration
The Football Federation of Australia has developed a website, MyFootballClub, to facilitate one-step, online player self-registration and payment. This website also serves as a very useful management tool for clubs.
To register go to the MyFootballClub.com.au website: www.MyFootballClub.com.au
And simply follow the prompts. It’s quite easy! 
Where do I go for help?  
· FAQ’s on the website.  

· Player resources which are under the resources section in 2012 Registration. 

· Call FFA Call Centre (02) 8020 4199: 

· If you are new to soccer in Australia, you will need to contact the MyFootballClub  Help Desk, who will help you generate an FFA number, and can help you register.

· If all else fails, contact the youth committee who will be happy to help you.


TAROONA  FC Committee 2017
	Office
	Name
	Phone
	Email

	President
	Jordon Wright
	
	President@taroonafc.org

	Vice President
	Marcus Atkinson
	0449 544 655
	

	Secretary
	Peter Barry
	
	secretary@taroonafc.org

	Treasurer
	Deena Moroney
	0488 585 522
	deena@timmoroneyca.com.au

	Technical Director
	John Meehan
	0488 988 504
	jdm.cloud@gmail.com

	Committee Members
	
	
	

	
	Karen Wills
	0417 032 673
	youth@taroonafc.org

	
	Jason Rule
	0417 125 985
	youth@taroonafc.org

	
	Jacqui Rogers
	0420 409 294
	youth@taroonafc.org

	
	Deena Moroney
	0418 531 326
	

	
	Deb Jameson
	
	


FACEBOOK PAGES
Each team will have a Facebook page set up by the club and players will be invited to join their team’s page.  Two members of the committee will also be included on each page and players are reminded to keep comments within the clubs guidelines.
CODES OF CONDUCT 
As a member of the Taroona Football Club you agree to uphold the following Codes of Conduct. 
 Players

· Play by the rules; never argue with an official. 
If you disagree, have your captain, coach or manager approach the official during a break or after the game.

· Work equally hard for yourself and your team. 
Attend every practice and game that you can, and notify your coach if you cannot make a practice or game. Come to practices and games ready. Accept responsibility for being on time and bringing any equipment necessary for practice and games (boots, shin guards, water, black socks to “away” games etc.). Remember that consistently missing training is not fair on your teammates and may result in you not being selected in the team by your coach.
· Be a good sport. 
Demonstrate fair play and good sportsmanship at every practice and game. Encourage fair play and good sportsmanship from other players, coaches, officials, and parents.

· Treat all participants in your sport as you like to be treated. 
Whether playing or spectating, do not verbally or physically abuse, bully, harass, discriminate or take unfair advantage of another player, spectator, coach or official. Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all participants regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or religion. Sledging, deliberately distracting or provoking an opponent are not acceptable or permitted behaviours.

· Behave responsibly.
Be a positive example to the community, spectators and other players. The use of illicit or illegal drugs cannot be condoned and underage consumption of alcohol is not acceptable. 

· You are representing Taroona Football Club. 
Poor behaviour during practices, games, Club social activities or online blogs/forums/chatrooms may result in lost playing time and expulsion from the team and club.
Coaches, Team Managers and Other Club Officials

· Compliment and encourage all participants.

· Be consistent, objective and courteous when making decisions.

· Condemn unsporting behaviour and promote respect for all opponents.

· Emphasise the spirit of the game rather than the errors.

· Be a good sport yourself. Actions speak louder than words.

· Keep up to date with the latest trends in coaching/management practices and officiating.

· Remember, you set an example. Your behaviour and comments should be positive and supportive.

· Place the safety and welfare of your players above all else.

· Give all players a “fair go” regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or religion.

Parents and Carers
· Remember that children participate in sport for their enjoyment, not yours.
· Be mindful that coaches of youth teams concentrate on developing the skills of players and teams and do not necessarily focus on winning or losing games.
· Encourage children to participate, don’t force them.

· Focus on the child’s efforts rather than winning or losing.
· You are welcome to encourage and cheer on your children but do not instruct players at any time unless directed by the coach. Advice from supporters can be confusing for players and disruptive to the team.
· Encourage children to always play by the rules and to settle disagreements
without resorting to hostility or violence.

· Never ridicule or yell at a child for making a mistake.

· Remember that children learn best by example. Appreciate good performances and skilful play by participants from both teams.
· Support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from sporting activities.

· Respect officials’ decisions and teach children to do likewise.
· Show appreciation and respect for coaches, officials and administrators and the decisions they make. Without them, your child could not participate. 
· Show support to the coach and manager by assisting your child to get to games and training on time with the correct attire.
· Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every young person regardless of gender, ability, cultural background or religion.

Taroona Football Club adopts the Football Federation Australia code of conduct. 

Breaches 

Breaches of these codes, depending on circumstances and severity, may be warranted as conduct unbecoming and/or bringing the club into disrepute. Any breach therefore, may be heard as a disciplinary hearing before the Club Committee. 

This policy is written as a guide to conduct and behaviour at Taroona Football Club. If coaches, managers or any person disagrees with any aspect of this policy then this matter should be raised, in writing, with the Committee of TFC so that the matter can be heard and determined in a fair and reasonable manner. 
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